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The international Colloquium on Religion and Violence was  
recently held here in Melbourne.  There are some excellent  
articles in this month’s TMA reporting on the conference and I 
hope you will read them. Our Archbishop was among the 
speakers. Held at the Australian Catholic University, and 
attended by both academics and clergy with a professional  
interest in the connections between religion and violence, I 

found the day I spent there most valuable and stimulating. One speaker spoke 
passionately about Jesus as a person who engaged a violent social system but 
only ever non violently. In popular thinking religion is blamed for the world’s 
violence. In truth, violence springs from rivalry between people—think sibling 
rivalry—and between communities and nations.  We all know the way this  
rivalry works: someone else has what I want—love, land, wealth or power—
and so I will try to take it from them at any cost to make it mine. It is a form of 
rebellion against the just dealings with each other and the peace that creates 
in which God intends us to live.  Whenever we see another group of people 
apparently threatening what we have (no matter how needy), we fear and  
reject them, as with asylum seekers living in the Australian community.  
Already declared refugees, these people need a share of what we have  
because they are not yet able to support themselves. The response of people 
of goodwill who provide material help, as we have done recently through the 
parish, is a part of overcoming the world’s violence by refusing to hate and 
reject those who at first are strangers in our midst.     

Colleen O’Reilly 

Baptisms 

Funerals & Memorials 

  John Creighton Dean  died   7  June 2016  Funeral      24 June 2016 
 Pamela Marilyn Golding  died  29 May 2016 Memorial  28 June 2016 
 Geoffrey Edwards Vardon died  29 June 2016 Funeral        7 July 2016 
 Geoffrey Avian Seymour  died   3 July 2016  Funeral       8 July 2016 

 Madeline Mary Hurst child of Andrew and Miranda Hurst    7 August 2016 
 Bastian Glenn Augustine Simrajh, adult, baptised and confirmed         14 August 2016 
 Admitted to Holy Communion 
  Alexander and Claire Gadzinski                                                        14 August 2106  

 

 First Sunday Breakfast 
Sunday 4th September 9am 
between 8am and 10am  
Services.  

 Mother’s Union 
Tuesday 6th September at  
12 noon in the North Room 
 

Seminar with Rabbi                 
Fred Morgan and the Vicar 
Exploring the figures of       
Miram and Mary in the               
Hebrew and Christian               
scriptures.   Sunday 11th  
September at 3pm—5pm           
in the parish centre.                     
Cost:  $10 includes                      
afternoon tea. 
 

 Shawl Knitting Group 
Tuesday 13th September at 
10:30am in the North Room 
 
* Big ‘O’ party                                
For those celebrating                        
special birthdays.                                     
Saturday 15th October 
3pm—5pm  
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A brief story of an asylum seeker:   
Ali, an Hazari from Afghanistan, came to Australia in 2010 to 
seek protection.  He had reached Indonesia where he spent 
several years and married an  Indonesian woman who bore 
him a son.  With little likelihood of ever being able to be part 
of Australia’s offshore refugee programme, Ali decided to make the journey to Australia by boat and hoped    
to be able to send for his wife and son when he had been settled.  Ali, of course, was put into detention in 
Australia and remained there for seven years.  Eventually released he is in housing provided by a church    
community.  Ali is desperate for work and tries his hand at almost anything.  In Afghanistan he painted and did 
repair jobs in houses.  At present Ali is supported by BASP in order to find accommodation, look for work and 
to meet others in the country for friendship. Despite all, he remains cheerful and ready to turn his hand to 
anything.  Ali faithfully sends money back for the support of his wife and son whom he has now not seen for 
seven years! 

Ali is one of many asylum seekers whom BASP has and is helping.  It began in 2001 to address needs that had 
become obvious from visiting the Government Detention Centre in Maribyrnong. 

What BASP does and the project aims: 

BASP focuses on practical assistance for people seeking asylum in Victoria.  It offers advocacy and raises 
awareness of the issues they face.  BASP seeks security, justice and a hopeful future for all in our               
community. 

Things BASP has learned:  

BASP believes that government policies affecting many of those seeking protection in Australia are  
inhumane, unjust and punitive.  BASP believes these policies and the resulting actions are damaging, 
both to the people they directly affect and to our community as a whole. 

BASP has learned that Asylum Seekers are men, women and children such as we are and who most 
often are wanting a better way of life for themselves and their children.  Most, if not all, of them have 
been traumatized in ways difficult for us to imagine.  They love their country of origin and have had to 
flee because of various type of persecution often threatened with death and/or incarceration.   

These people are overwhelmingly grateful for any assistance given to them and want, most of all, to 
be given the opportunity to work and to make a contribution to our country. 

Funding: 

BASP does not receive – or seek – government funding, preferring to remain independent and nimble, 
despite limited resources.  It welcomes financial support, goods and practical assistance.  The                      
philanthropic support of the wider community is important and essential for the work with refugees 
and people seeking asylum to continue.  The smallest of donations is gratefully received as it gives not 
only financial help but indicates the valuable support of the community 

BASP would like to express its deep gratitude to the St. George’s community for the generous  

support provided to it.  The monetary donations and the wonderful practical provisions given are 
deeply  appreciated and are a very practical help to people very much in need of assistance. 
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